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The development of an explicit sectarianism within Second Temple Judaism continues to be ascribed to the Hasmonaean era by the majority of scholars of the period. The evidence of Josephus, archeology and certain composi tions represented in the Qumran scrolls combine to make this an attractive hypothesis. Recent work propelled by the enhanced access and attention to the Cave 4 manuscripts from the Qumran finds have for some scholars pointed to earlier precedents for these divisive tendencies within Second Temple Judaism. 6 Within this discussion it is necessary to determine the extent to which 1 and 2 Mac cabees betray any knowledge of these issues.
THE HASIDEANS
Within the books of the Maccabees the body that receives th~ most mention and consideration is that of the Hasideans. As established in my earlier re search the references in 1 Macc 2:42, 7:13 and 2 Macc 14:6 do not provide evi dence for the identification of this group with the Essenes.7 Their signifi cance as the forerunners of either the Pharisees or the Essenes cannot be established, nor as the founders of the apocalyptic movement in Second Temple Judaism. s This conclusion makes the hypothesis advanced by Stege mann of the Essenes as a grand union at the time of the Hasideans untenable and without foundation in the texts. 9 There is no direct evidence to indicate that those "seeking righteousness and justice" in 1 Macc 2:29-38 who went out to live in the desert are related to some portion of the Essene movement. 
